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Who are Safety & Access Ltd?

• Established UK and International training 
provider specialising in access and 
scaffolding and construction trades 
including CISRS, PASMA, UKATA, 
SMSTS & SSSTS

Training & 
Competence

Consultants

• Nationwide Health & Safety 
Consultants.

• Independent Scaffold Inspections

• Supply Chain Management & 
Assessment

• Site Monitoring & Support
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Focus on Scaffolding!
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Safe 
Working?
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At Rotherham Magistrates Court today a 
scaffolder, was fined £7,500 plus costs of 
£12,500, following the collapse on 10 
November 2005. He pleaded guilty to 
breaching Section 3(1) of the Health and 
Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (the HSW 
Act) and Regulation 8b of the Work at 
Height Regulations 2005.

Safe 
Working?
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Lessons learnt?
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Spotlight on Scaffolding!

� Major Scaffolding Collapse Milton Keynes

� 20 Injuries, 3 Major injuries including 1 Fatal

� HSE multiple prosecution….

Safe 
Working?
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New and Revised Scaffold & 
Access Key Industry Guidance

Industry Update –
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COLLECTIVE 

OVER
PERSON AL

Work at Height Regulations - Hierarc hy 

AVOID

PREVENT

MITIGATE

�Avoid Work at Height?

�Most suitable method of 
working and equipment to 
prevent falls

�Both the consequences and 
distance of a potential fall 
must be minimised

�At all stages you must 
consider COLLECTIVE 
protection over PERSONAL 
protection…
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• Revi sion to 
SG4:05

• Five year 
cycle.

• Published by 
end of 2010

• Emphasi s on 
Collective Fall 
Prevention
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�SG4:05 
Appendix A

�New Inte rim 

Guidance

�Available 

FOC

http://www.nasc.org.uk/Guidance/Health_and_Safety
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� Since the introduction of SG4:00 in 2000 there has been a 
40% reduction in the number of falls recorded from a 
scaffold/working platform - from 27 in 2001 to 17 in 2007. 

� This reduction is in spite of a 17.5% increase in the number 
of operatives working within the NASC membership, from 
11950 in 2001 to 14029 in 2007. 

� During this period, no fatal accidents have occurred whilst 
operatives were working within the 

� requirements of the SG4 safe system of work.'

Facts
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Background The interim adv isory note 

has been prepared f ollowing the 

statement from HSE that the aspects of  

“trav ersing” or “tunnelling” contained 

within NASC guidance SG4:05 should be 

phased out f rom industry guidance at the 

next update. The NASC are planning to 

issue a f ully rev ised v ersion of the 

guidance within 2010. 
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Syste m of Work 

� Operatives are at risk when traversing with 

materials without the protection of a guardrail or 

attachment of fall arrest equipment.
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Good prac tice;

It is the view of the N ASC that scaffolders will 

be required to wear suitable fall arrest 
equipment at all times whilst working because 
of the tasks associated with moving wor king 

platforms, undertaki ng alterations  and 
perfor ming non standard tasks such as fit ting 

ladder/unit  beams etc.
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Practical Applications

Avoiding Work at 
Height & Preventing 

Falls
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Collective Fall Prevention

What is available?
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Powered Access
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Pivoting Type Advanced Guardrail
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Forward Type Advanced Gua rdrail
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Telescopic Type Advanced Guardrail
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Step-Up Device
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Scaffolders Working Platform
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Methods of Access & Egress

Performance Standards –
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Access and Egress

The following hierarchy should be considered:

1. Staircases
2. Ladder access bays with single lift ladders

3. Ladder access bays with multiple lift ladders

4. Internal ladder access with a protected ladder trap
5. External ladder access using a safety gate

BS EN 12811 states:
� When extensive work is carried out, stairways should be 

provided for access

� For taller scaffolds consideration should be given to the 
use of a passenger hoist.

BS EN 12811 also provide a specification for temporary 
stairways 
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Access to 
and from 
Scaffolding
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Access & Egress Methods

© Sa fety an d Acce ss L td  -200 6 

Access & Egress Methods

© Sa fety an d Acce ss L td  -200 6 

Access & Egress Methods
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Access & Egress Methods
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Access & Egress Methods
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• SG4 DVD………

• Basic System of Wo rk fo r 

Scaffolders…
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Statutory Scaffold Inspection
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Scaffold Inspection – Competence 

Legislation specifies that anyone carrying out an inspection 
must be competent to do so.

As a minimum :
a) A CISRS Scaffolder cardholder would be deemed 

competent to inspect the scaffold structures that are 
covered in the CISRS Part 1 & Part 2 courses provided 
their employer can demonstrate they have the necessary 
knowledge and experience.

b) A CISRS Adv anced Scaffolder cardholder would be 
deemed competent to inspect the scaffold structures that 
are covered in the CISRS Part 1, Part 2 & Advanced 
courses provided their employer can demonstrate they 
have the necessary knowledge and experience.
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d) A person who has been on a Basic Scaffold Inspection 
Course (min. two days) would be deemed competent to 
inspect a basic scaffold structure provided their employer can 
demonstrate they have the necessary knowledge and 
experience and they have passed the knowledge test at the 
end of the course.

e) A person who has been on an Advanced Scaffold 
Inspection Course (min. two days) would be deemed 
competent to inspect more complex scaffold structures 
provided their employer can demonstrate they have the 
necessary knowledge and experience and they have passed 
the knowledge test at the end of the course.

f) Persons who are required to carry out inspections of System 
Scaffolds must, in addition to the basic scaffold inspection 
course, attend an approved product training course for the 
specific system scaffold required

Note: Any competent person who is not carrying out scaffold 
inspections on a regular basis would need to consider 
additional refresher training
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TG20:08
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BS EN 12811 
Temporary works equipment – Part 1: Scaffolds

�European Standard

�Introduced in the UK in June 2004

�BS5973 immediately withdrawn by 
BSI

�NASC Introduce TG20:05 Guide to 
good practice for scaffolding with 
tube and fitting
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TG20:08
A recent statement from the HSE has  advised the 

scaffol ding industr y that ti me is now running out 
for the continued use of BS5973:

"As from 1st January 2011 the Health and Safety 
Executive will  no longer acknowledge 
BS5973:1993 as a recognised standard for the 
design of tube and fitting scaffolding 
structures"

Philip White,  Chief Inspector of  Cons truction, HSE
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New TG20:08

• HSE & NASC considered changes

• Principles of BS 5973 remain unchanged

• TG20 in two volumes

• Volume 1 info on scaffolds for whol e of British 
Isles

– Basic scaffolds for which no further design needed

– Guidance on erection/dismantling, use & inspection

• Volume 2 gives technical info and advice 

required for design of scaffolds  outside range 
of Volume 1..
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Benefits of using TG20:08

• Wider scope than 5973

• Covers all UK, 5973 did not include Scotland
• Supported by test/calculations based on custom & practice

• More practical and workable than 5973

• Retains ledger bracing every other bay
• Façade/sway brace every 6 bays

• Shows debris net & sheeted scaffolds separate, max 
heights well above those in 5973

• Wider range of tie patterns to achieve max heights
• Return to light duty loading on inside boards

• Guidance on Putlog Scaffolds
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TG20:08 Standard Scaffolds 
(Independent Tied Scaffolds)

• All scaff olds designed, except “Basic 
Scaffolds”

• 1 working platf orm loaded 100%, 1 50% 
of serv ice load

• Ledger brace to alternate standards

• Inside boards lightly loaded

• Scaffold designation that describes load 
classes and number of  boards in table 1
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3-4-2S

3= load cl ass

4= 4 boards between 

standards

2= 2 inside boar ds

S= class 3 (GP) 

scaffol d with bay 
length of no greater 

than 1.8m
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TG20:08 covers 4 load classes onl y:

The Main Differences | 

Load Classes

5 5
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TG20:08 Standard Scaffolds 

(Independent Tied Scaffolds)
� Façade bracing f itted, either

� Continuous full height ever y 6 bays to the 
top,or

� Fitted over 1 or 2 bays in ever y 6 as a zigzag 
to the top of the scaffold

� Plan bracing not required if f açade 
bracing f itted across 2 ledger braced 
bay s or continuous

� All other cases ov er 8m high plan brace 
required bracing between ties or ledger 
braced f rames ev ery  12 bay s and 4 lifts
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TG20:08 Façade Bracing
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TG20:08 Standard Scaffolds 
(Independent Tied Scaffolds)

• Lift heights at 2.0m, pavement lift 

height of 2.7 m

• Basic scaffolds only have 2 tie 
layouts

�Ties at ev ery  lift, or

�Ties at alternate lif ts
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TG20:08 Tie arrangements
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TG20:08 Tie arrangements
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TG20:08 Basic Scaffolds
Basic scaffolds can be  constructed to  the sa fe heigh t shown in  this guide  i f they are 

constructed as follows:

• Standard Independent tied scaf fold
• Load classes, max bay lengths & scaf fold wid th confor m to tab le 1

• Only loaded on 2  plat forms only
� 1 at load for  c lass from  table  1
� 1 at 50 % of  that  load

• Lift  height  2m , except 1st lif t 2 .7m
• If 1st li ft  more than 2 m must be  tied
• Scaffold  not  loaded by fork lift

• Alternate  standards tied  to  building
• Min 50 % ties to ledger braced standards
• Max of  2 li fts  or  4m  vertically between lines of  t ies

• Max between l ine of  t ies 4 li fts  or 4 bays
• Façade brace fit ted
• Plan brace every 12 bays &  4 li fts  unless façade brace over 2 bays
• When sheeted or ne tted fi tted  to ou tside face of  ledgers/guardrails &  top p lat form 

tied a t al ternate standards

• All o ther forms of  scaffold  to  be subject to design !
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Max height calculation for Basic 

Scaffolds = S

• Vb = wind speed f rom 

map

• T = topography  f actor

• A = altitude in metres 

abov e sea lev el

This value of S is sufficient for use in tab les 2,3 
& 4 to determine minimum safe height
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Topographical Factor (T)
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Overview

Fundamentall y, the principles of BS 5973 remai n 
unchanged and there are ver y few changes in the 

day-today work of a scaffol der. Although the scope 
of TG20:08 is generall y wider than in previous 

guidance, it is the j ustificati on of the design that 
has altered rather than the scaffol d structure itself. 

While dealing with many common applications, 
TG20:08 defi nes a range of scaffolds, referred to 

as ‘Basic scaffolds’, for which no further design is 
required to establish the capability of the scaffold.

6 6
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Safe System of Work for Scaffolding associated with
Timber Frame Building Construction
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• Detailed Design

– Required

• Stability
– Kentl edge

– Buttress

– Ties

• Internal Serv ice Gap

– Planni ng

– Handrails

– Sys tem of Work

Safe System of Work for Scaffolding associated with
Timber Frame Building Construction
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• SG06:10 Manual Handling in 
the Scaffolding Indus try

– Planning

– Mechanical Handling

– Access to the Workplace

– Manual handling techniques

– Training
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SG30:09 Working from Vehicles
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SG30:09 Working from Vehicles

• Wo rk at Height 

– Risk Assessment

– Protection measures

• Mechanical Loading

– Av oid getting on and off v ehicle

• Safe Acce ss onto the Vehicle

• Safe Loading & Stacking of 
Materials on Vehicles
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SG31:09 Management of Slips and Trips
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SG31:09 Management of  Slips and Trips

• Biggest cau se of lost time injury in 

the scaffolding industry

• Risk Management of the Workplace

• Identify Control Measure s

– Liaison with client/main contractor
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National Scaffold Pav ement 
Licence Template

• Presented to local authorities Nationwide

• Encourages shared best practice f or the 
protection of  the public and others.

• Outlines responsibilities of the Client, LA, 
and sub contractor.

• Outlines standard solutions.
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Competence

Industry  Update
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CISRS Scaffolder Card
� Card Valid for 5 Years

� Established t rad e 

competency for th e 

scaffolding industry, it 

enables Scaffolders to 

supervise, lead or 

partake in th e major ity 

of scaffolding 

operations, as covered 

by this training  and 

assessment.
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CISRS Scaffolder Card

� Card renewable 

with a current H&S 

Test 

(or recognis ed 

exemption).
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System Scaffold P roduct Trainin g Scheme ( SSP TS)

� System product training for 

existing CISRS

Card Holders  (min. Part 1)

� 2-Day Product Training Course

� Not available to new entrants

� Card endorsed with specific 

product (e.g. Cuplok)
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CISRS Scaffold Inspection 

Course

• Two day Ba sic and Advanced 
Course s

• Attendance now can be added to a 
CISRS Ca rd.
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Questions?

www.safetyaccess.co.uk

rickstatha m@sa fetyaccess.co.uk

07770 393886


